Myths & Facts about the DREAM Act

US citizens will loose their place in college to underqualified, undocumented immigrants.

Undocumented immigrants represent less than 2% of all high school graduates, not enough to sig-
nificantly affect access by others. The DREAM Act does not provide immigrant students any spe-
cial treatment, just allows them to be judged on equal terms with their class mates. If a child does
well in school and qualifiesto get into college, they should be allowed the opportunity to attend.

The DREAM Act is a financial burden on a state’s education system.

On average, college graduates earn approximately a million dollars more in lifetime earnings than a
high school drop out, which equals more tax dollars for the state.

The DREAM Act would cause an insurgence of undocumented immigration.

Students must have moved here before the age of 15 to take part in this program. In fact all partici-
pants must also have lived in the USfor 5 years before the enactment. There would be no incentive
for new immigrants.

US Citizens are entirely responsible for paying for an undocumented child’s education.

Undocumented immigrants pay taxestoo. They pay income, sales, property and payroll taxes. But
they do not receive any of the benefits, including tax refunds.
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2@-65,000 undocumented students graduate from high school each year. (National
Immigration Law Center)

f@‘ Despite having no say in the decision to immigrate, graduating high school, and
acceptance to a higher education institution, many are still denied access to
higher education

2@- In 1996, the federal immigration law was changed to deny access to federal and
state financial aid to undocumented students.

This law unfairly punishes students who rely on their parents for their immigra-
tion status.
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History

The DREAM/ Student Adjustment Act was first introduced in 2003 under the 107th Con-
gress, however has been held within a House and Senate committee until recently. Both
bills would have repealed the federal provision and allow immigration relief to undocu-

mented immigrants who:
. have good moral character

came to the U.S. at age 15 or

younger at least 5 years be-
fore the date of the bill's en-
actment

Students continue the fight of
access on a national level and
due to recent attacks to higher
education are localizing the fight
on the state level through state
wide campaigns.

qualify for conditional permanent resident status upon acceptance to college,
graduation from a U.S. high school, or being awarded a GED

In the 1982 lawsuit Plyer v. Doe, the U.S.
Supreme Court ruled that K-12 schools
could not discriminate based on immigra-
tion status when a student is seeking to en-
roll. The ruling did not apply to colleges

Many states have allowed undocumented college-bound
students to receive in-state tuition benefits. Often in or-
der for an undocumented student to receive tuition
benefits, they must have graduated from a in-state high
school, have been in the state for a certain amount of
years, and they must sign an affidavit declaring that they
are seeking citizenship.
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